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The LIFE Imperial Project aims to create the 
necessary conditions for the increase of the 
population of the Iberian imperial eagle through 
a set of conservation actions. 

These actions intend to reduce the impact of the 
threats to this species and improve the 

sustainability conditions of breeding areas 
and areas where new pairs may settle 

down, therefore improving the 
long term conservation 

of this species.

SHOOTINGS occur mainly due to disrespect 
of natural values.

WILD RABBIT POPULATIONS DECLINE caused by 
diseases (myxomatosis and haemorrhagic fever) 
and by cases of incorrect hunting management.

DISTURBANCE OF NESTING AREAS caused by 
agricultural, forestry, pecuary and hunting activities, 
and by touristic and photographic activities, among 
others, which may constrain pairs from choosing a 
nesting place, cause the abandonment of nests or 
cause chicks to leave the nest prematurely.

THE THREATS

ILLEGAL USE OF POISON 
species that feed on carcasses (scavengers). 

health.
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The Iberian imperial eagle (Aquila adalberti) 
is one of the most threatened birds of prey in 
Europe, and is among the rarest birds in the 
world.

Endemic to the Iberian Peninsula, it underwent a 
severe decline, which resulted in the disappearance 
of Portugal´s breeding population between the 
end of the 1970s and beginning of the 1980s. 
Even though there were sporadic sightings of 
individuals, it was only in 2003 that a breeding 
pair was confirmed in the Beira Baixa region.

Since then, this species has slowly recolonized the national territory, and is 
considered as Critically Endangered. In 2015, the entire national population 
consisted of 13 pairs distributed in the regions of Beira Baixa, Alto Alentejo 
and Baixo Alentejo.

Distribution Map

After the massive reduction in its distribution area 
during the 20th century, this species has now 
recolonized part of its historic distribution. In 2013, 
the global population of this species was estimated 
to consist of approximately 400 pairs.

Distribution in 1900 (estimated)
Portugal, Spain and Morocco

Current distribution
Portugal and Spain

LIFE Imperial Project (LIFE13 NAT/PT/001300)
“Conservation of the Iberian Imperial Eagle (Aquila adalberti) 
in Portugal”

Duration: July 1st 2014 to December 31st 2018

Coordinating Beneficiary: LPN – Liga para a Protecção
da Natureza

Associated Beneficiaries: Instituto da Conservação
da Natureza e das Florestas (ICNF); Câmara Municipal
de Castro Verde (CMCV); Faculdade de Ciências
da Universidade de Lisboa (FCUL); Guarda Nacional 
Republicana (GNR); EDP Distribuição – Energia S.A.;
Sociedade Española de Ornitologia (SEO/Birdlife)
and TRAGSATEC S.A. 

Project coordination contacts:
LPN – Liga para a Protecção da Natureza
Centro de Educação Ambiental do Vale Gonçalinho
Herdade do Vale Gonçalinho
Apartado 84, 7780 – 909 Castro Verde, Portugal
Land line: +351 286 328 309 Mobile: +351 925 068 990
E-mail: lpn.cea-castroverde@lpn.pt
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JOIN THE IMPERIAL EAGLE 
STEWARDSHIP NETWORK

PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT!
DO NOT DISTURB THE NESTS!

DID YOU SEE AN IMPERIAL EAGLE?
CONTACT US

ELECTROCUTION BY POWER LINES due to use   
of dangerous power line supports as perches and
the large wingspan of this eagle.

CONSERVATION OF 
THE IBERIAN IMPERIAL EAGLE 

in Portugal

Printed on 100% recycled paper, 
entirely from post-consumer waste, 
made through chlorine-free 
processes and not coming from 
primary forests.

HABITAT LOSS AND DEGRADATION caused by 
the destruction and fragmentation of shrubbery 
and Mediterranean oak woodlands, changes in land 
use, infrastructure construction and forest fires, 
among others.

PROJECT ACTIONS

THE IBERIAN IMPERIAL EAGLE
Habitat quality improvement

• Increase prey abundance
• Increase the availability of nests
 and reinforcement of existing ones
• Chick mortality reduction through
 supplementary feeding
• Assessment of predator impacts
 on prey species
• Promotion of best practices in hunting,      
 agroforestry, and nature tourism 
 practices, and recreational activities 

Vigilance and threats control of threats
in the territories 

Minimizing power line impacts

Screening of poisoning cases
• Inspection with canine units for poison
 detection

Monitoring of the species and
conservation actions

• Species census and assessment
 of reproductive success

• Tracking individuals tagged
 with transmitters

Training, Environmental Education
and Awareness Raising

• Exchange knowledge about conservation    

•  
 legal processes dealing with illicit acts
 against nature
•  Raising awareness of managers and land
 users, authorities, schools and the general
 public.

Coordinating Beneficiary Associated Beneficiaries Community Funding Co funding



LIFE13 NAT/PT/001300 

The LIFE Programme, is a financial instrument for the environment of the European Union (EU). The main goal of LIFE is to contribute to the 
implementation, updating and development of the EU’s environmental policy and legislation, pilot projects and promote projects with added European 
value. In particular, LIFE Nature finances projects that aim to restore and conserve threatened natural habitats and protect species of conservation 
priority in the EU.  Financial contribution of the LIFE Programme EU (75%).

Natura 2000 – This Project is implemented inside the European Natura 2000 network of protected areas. It was selected 
because it includes one of the most threatened species and habitats in Europe. All 28 countries of the EU are working together 
through the Natura 2000 network to protect Europe’s rich and diverse natural heritage, for the benefit of all.

The Iberian imperial eagle builds its 
nests on large trees, mostly pines, cork 
oak and eucalyptus trees, and may reuse 

nests in successive years or occupy 
alternative nests.

The number of laid eggs ranges from 1 to 4. 
After forming a pair, the couple stay together 

and both parents look after the chicks. The pairs occupy 
their territories throughout the year, while juvenile birds 
show dispersal movements, frequenting areas rich in 
food (settlement areas), until they become settled as 
breeding adults between 3 and 5 years old.

The species has a strong tendency to return to its 
birthplace and breed close to its parent’s territory 
(philopatry species).”

The presence of wild rabbits is an essential requirement for the presence of 
the Iberian imperial eagle, and may represent around 60% of its diet. 
Many other species are also part of its diet, including hares, partridges, 
pigeons, corvids and other birds, small and medium-sized mammals and 
reptiles (ocellated lizard and snakes).

Weak individuals are preferentially captured, which helps maintain healthy 
prey populations. Due to its scavenger behaviour, carcasses are also an 
important food source.

Iberian imperial eagles have large hunting grounds, 
4 thousand hectares on average. As a top predator, its 
presence conditions the abundance of generalist 
predators.

Strongly territorial, the pair defends their territory from 
potential competitors by its diving flights and strong 
vocalizations.

JA
N

U
A

RY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JU
N

EJU
LY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

D
ECEM

B
ER

ANNUAL CYCLE

FIRST FLIGHTS

H
AT

CH
IN

G

IN
CU

BATIO
N

DI
SP

ER
SA

L M
OVEMENTS

 NEST ACTIVATION

AND DISPLAYS

PA
REN

TAL DEPENDENCY
   CRITICAL P

ERIO
D

The habitat of this species is essentially formed by 
dehesas and Mediterranean shrubbery, interspersed 
with open areas of cereal fields and pastureland 
(pseudo-steppe).

Aquila adalberti 

3.5 kg
weight

16 YEARS
average life expectancy

2 METERS
wingspan

LARGE BIRDS OF PREY
group

FEMALES SLIGHTLY
LARGER THAN MALES 

dimorphism

80 cm
length

DIET

REPRODUCTION

HABITAT

ECOLOGY AND BEHAVIOUR

SPECIES GENERAL DESCRIPTION

PLUMAGE IDENTIFICATION

Juvenile (1)

Reddish colour,
first months of life

Straw-coloured (2) 
Yellowish/golden tone 

(similar to straw)

Pale Chessboard (3)

Checkered look with light 
yellow matrix

Dark Chessboard (4)

Checkered look with
dark matrix

Adult (6)

Dark-brown, with 
pale golden nape and 

white "shoulders"

Subadult (5)

Similar to adult, with 
some traces of previous 

plumage

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
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